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 LOS ANGELES, CA - June 11, 
2021 -- UMe is announcing their 
massive celebration of Black 
Music Month featuring new re-
leases and features every week 
that honor the black musicians, 
producers, artists, and stylists 
that changed the face of music. 
  Throughout June, three albums 
from renowned black musicians 
that have become unwavering 
classics and cornerstones of 
music innovation will be getting 
digital re-releases through UMe, 
available on all DSPs. 
•The Roots’ Do You Want 
More?!!!??! was the band’s 
major label debut and an instant 
classic splicing old-school hip-
hop with groovy jazz while poet-
ically telling stories of black 
experience in Philadelphia and 
the US at large. 
•Big Sean’s 2011 release Finally 
Famous launched him into the 
upper echelon of rap royalty with 
singles like “Marvin & Chardon-
nay” and “Dance (Ass).” 
•The Dude is Quincy Jones’ 1981 
studio album released one year 
before his production magnum 
opus, Michael Jackson’s Thriller. 
The album found Jones experi-
menting and perfecting his 
sound, winning three Grammys 
and setting the caliber for 80’s 
R&B and beyond. 
•Donnie’s The Colored Section is 
celebrating its pre-20th Anniver-
sary this month with a digital de-

The Women Songwriters’ Hall of 
Fame inducts iconic hitmakers  
from page 7
Parents' Choice Awards. 
Dr. Veryl Howard, founder of 
Faith Management & Talent 
Casting is recognized as one of 
the most successful managers 
and promoters in the world of 
Christian and Gospel music. She 
was recently awarded the “Glitz 
Girl Power Award” along with 
Amara De Negra, Actress Lisa 
Raye and many more. She is also 
recently received the “Shout the 
Alarm Award” by Preach the 
Word Worldwide TV Network 
and the Golden Image Award by 
Urban Café TV. She serves as a 
spokesperson for "Preach the 
Word World Wide TV Network" 
and is affiliated with several net-
works in addition to casting 
guests for five radio stations. 
 Country music icon Naomi 
Judd hails from the Appalachian 
foothills of Ashland, KY. 
Recording with her daughter Wy-
nonna as the Judds they became 
one of the best-selling duos of all 
time. For the rest of the 1980’s, 
each single they released made 
the Billboard Top 10 Country 
charts with 14 hits going all the 
way to number one, including 
“Mama He’s Crazy”, “Grandpa, 
Tell Me About The Good Ol’ 
Days” and :”Love Will Build A 
Bridge”.. The Judds swept the 
CMA’s Vocal Group/Duo cate-
gory from 1985 to 1991 and gar-
nered six GRAMMY Awards.  
 Actress/songwriter Dawnn 
Lewis portrayed Jaleesa Vinson–
Taylor on the NBC television sit-
com A Different World from the 
launch of the series in 1987 until 
the end of its fifth season in 
1992. Lewis co–wrote the theme 
son which has been used and 
reused over the last 30 years by 
TV Parodies, organizations, uni-

versities, youth groups and fans 
around the world. Dawnn’s 
works have been recorded by 
Take 6 (“I’m Going To Write 
Myself A Letter”) and as a duet 
by Grover Washington Jr. with 
Nancy Wilson (“Your Love”). 
Lewis’ songs are also featured in 
motion pictures - Disney’s The 
Poof Point (“Worth Waiting For” 
– which is also the title of her 
solo album) – and the HBO 
series Dream On (“Whisper”). 
 With these inductees, the 
Women Songwriters Hall of 
Fame commemorates and ac-
knowledges the female 
songwriter, who has gone re-
markably unrewarded by the 
music industry that should be 
lauding and applauding these 
trailblazers. 
The event will be executive pro-
duced by Janice McLean De-
Loatch, founder of WSHOF, 
who is a noted songwriter, author 
and TV/radio personality in her 
own right. The WSHOF not only 
celebrates these established 
women songwriters but also 
serves as a resource for devel-
oping new songwriting talent 
through workshops, showcases 
and scholarships. 
 The Women Songwriters Hall of 
Fame came into existence to sa-
lute these women and many 
others whose talents stand solidly 
beside their male counterparts, 
but whose acknowledgement is 
so lacking that Billboard and 
even fashion magazines have 
done feature stories on the sub-
ject. 
 On June 25th 2021 at The Mu-
seum of Women in the Arts, that 
all changes, forever 
Website: www.womensongwrit-
ershalloffame.org 

UMe celebrates Black Music Month

‘Negro’ spirituals continue to be part of the 
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 In the months of February 
and June that celebrate Black 
History and Juneteenth, there 
hasn’t been a more moving ex-
perience as the Negro spiritual. 
Negro spirituals are a part of the 
Black experience and heritage. 
 According to John Lovell Jr., the 
author of the book, Black Song: 
the Forge and the Flame, Black 
Spirituals (known as ‘Negro’ 
spirituals before the term was 
deemed ‘political incorrect’) 
have outlasted their original cre-
ators in the minds of Americans. 
Lovell said that the Negro spiri-
tual has never lost its strength 
throughout the world. 

 Re-releases of James Brown music video, musical entrepreneur features, remixes, and more 

Marissa Flores, will be featured 
in a new video breaking down 
the most iconic looks of Lil 
Wayne, whose style she has 
helped define since the late 
2000’s. You can find new edito-
rial features throughout the 
month here: https://www.udis-
covermusic.com/urbanlegends/ 
  Four new remixes will be re-
leased in June and early July 
highlighting both Black and 
LGBTQ+ artists/remixers. The 
remixes include "100% Pure 
Love" by Crystal Waters (re-
mixed by UNIIQU3 ft. Kidd 
Kenn and Saucy Santana), 
"Move Ya Body" by Nina Sky 
(remixed by Akira Akira), 
"Where My Girls At" by 702 (re-
mixed by Honey Dijon), and 
"Impossible" by Shontelle (re-
mixed by Coco & Breezy).  
  UMe has also released an inter-
active playlist maker in the form 
of their R&B Bracket Challenge. 
Music fans can create a playlist 
ranking their favorite R&B 
songs using the link here, and 
can also tune in to the official 
Black Music Month and R&B 
Bracket Challenge Playlists on 
Spotify. 
 Check back on udiscover-
m u s i c . c o m / u r b a n l e g e n d s 
throughout the rest of the month 
for more Black Music Month 
features and celebrations! 
 

luxe edition that includes never-
before released songs/remixes. 
The critically-acclaimed and 
deeply inspiring record touches 
on the societal and cultural topics 
of slavery, racism, oppression, 
consumerism, hair, same sex 
love and post 9/11 America 
  On June 17th James Brown’s 
chart-topping song “Super Bad” 
will be getting a brand-new col-
orful cut-out animated music 
video directed by Troy Browne, 
offering a new way to enjoy the 
three-part track that permeated 
pop culture for decades since its 
1971 release. 
  In the world of innovative and 
musical epoch-making entrepre-

neurs record label Cash Money, 
who is marking their 30th anni-
versary, stands unrivaled, foster-
ing dozens of household names 
in the hip-hop world. This month 
uDiscoverMusic will feature a 
celebration of the label’s iconic 
cover art in an interview with 
Shawn Brauch, founder of 
graphic design team Pen & Pixel. 
The company’s bold and flashy 
cover art became a staple for 
Cash Money albums including 
the 2000 film Baller Blockin’ and 
was ubiquitous among southern 
rap in the 90’s and early 2000’s. 
Uncovering more about the 
image of hip-hop, lauded fashion 
stylist to countless music VIPs, 

 Lovell said that great Negro 
spirituals such as “Swing 
Lo,” Oh Freedom,” “I Know 
Moonrise” and “My Lord 
Delivered Daniel” dis-
appeared in the stillness of 
the night. He said that many 
critics of Black spiritual have 
done her an injustice. 

 Negro spirituals were created by 
irrepressible and jubilant song 
leaders who created them and 
spread them all over the slave 
territory. These songs survived 
the oppression of the slaves and 
were sung for hundreds of 
years—all the way into the 21st 
century. Many of the songs 
created in those days of slavery 
were soon forgotten, but they 
live on in spirit. The few thou-
sand Negro spirituals that have 

survived to the present are only 
a small portion of the songs 
created in the days past. 
 Lovell said that great Negro 
spirituals such as “Swing Lo,” 
Oh Freedom,” “I Know Moon-
rise” and “My Lord Delivered 
Daniel” disappeared in the still-
ness of the night. He said that 
many critics of Black spiritual 
have done her an injustice. The 
chief evaluators have not truly 
felt the ultimate experience of 
this movement in song. These 
critics have walked away simply 
confused and disillusioned. 
 In a world that searches for ra-
cial harmony and peace, we can’t 
afford to miss the true message 
that is in the melody and har-
mony. In these songs there is a 
true revelation. Children search 
the melody. There you can find 
the heritage of our ancestors. 

 In the past, the Negro spiritual 
served as a form of secret code 
for the runaway slaves. They 
were also in honor of God. These 
slaves sang of sweet freedom, a 
freedom that could not be 
chained up and whipped down. 
This freedom was truly pro-
claimed by God. Even in time of 
despair our ancestors sang out in 
praise to God, a deliverer. 
  
 Today, the Negro spiritual lives 
on. These spirituals are used as 
freedom songs by millions of 
people all across the world. They 
are sung in multi-purpose 
marches. They serve as an el-
evation of the human spirit. 
 Let us not forget the beauty of 
song that our ancestors gave, for 
the Negro spiritual is deep in 
meaning and in heritage. 

Blackburn-Hagerty Resolution recognizing 225th 
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Southwest Territory; 
  Whereas the State of Tennessee 
earned the nickname “The Vol-
unteer State” after the involve-
ment of the State in the War of 
1812, when many Tennesseans 
volunteered for the war effort and 
General Andrew Jackson led 
troops from the State to victory 
in the Battle of New Orleans; 
  Whereas the motto of the State 
of Tennessee, officially adopted 
by the State in 1987, is ‘‘Agricul-
ture and Commerce’’, which is 
taken from the wording used on 
the State seal; 
  Whereas the State of Tennessee 
is naturally divided into 3 grand 
divisions, which include— 
(1) the Blue Ridge Mountains of 
east Tennessee; 
(2) the Cumberland Plateau and 
the foothills and basin of middle 
Tennessee; and 
(3) the low plains of west Ten-
nessee; 
  Whereas the official flag of the 
State of Tennessee, which was 
adopted by the General As-
sembly on April 17, 1905, con-
tains 3 pure white stars 
representing the 3 grand divi-
sions of the State bound together 

by a circle of blue symbolizing 
the ‘‘indissoluble trinity’’; 
 Whereas the State of Tennessee 
has produced 3 presidents of the 
United States, including— 
(1) Andrew Jackson; 
(2) James K. Polk; and 
(3) Andrew Johnson; 
 Whereas, over the years, the 
State of Tennessee has become a 
cultural, diverse, and vibrant 
State that celebrates its bright 
past through agriculture, music, 
art, food, faith, historical attrac-
tions, nature, and its people; 
  Whereas, on August 18, 1920, 
the State of Tennessee became 
the 36th and final State nec-
essary to ratify the 19th Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which gave 
women the right to vote; 
  Whereas, from Mountain City 
to Memphis, the State of Tennes-
see pioneered many musical 
genres, including— 
(1) bluegrass; 
(2) country; 
(3) blues; 
(4) gospel; and 
(5) rock and roll; 
  Whereas the State of Tennessee 
produces products known 
around the world, including— 
(1) Tennessee whiskey; 
(2) hot chicken; and 
(3) Tennessee barbecue; 
  Whereas June 1, 2021, marks 
the 225th anniversary of the at-
tainment of statehood by the 
State of Tennessee; and 
  Whereas this 225th anniversary 
is a monumental occasion to re-
joice and commemorate the 
achievements of the great State 

of Tennessee: Now, therefore, be 
it. Resolved, That the Senate rec-
ognizes and celebrates the 225th 

anniversary of the entry of the 
State of Tennessee into the 
United States as the 16th State. 

 Whereas the State of Tennes-
see earned the nickname “The 
Volunteer State” after the in-
volvement of the State in the 
War of 1812, when many Ten-
nesseans volunteered for the 
war effort and General An-
drew Jackson led troops from 
the State to victory in the Bat-
tle of New Orleans...  

Gov. Lee announces next steps 
for Memphis Regional Megasite
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Tennessee 
Governor Bill Lee recently an-
nounced a plan to complete 
major infrastructure investments 
at the Memphis Regional Mega-
site, as well as efforts to address 
workforce and quality of life in 
the region. 
 “The Memphis Regional Mega-
site offers tremendous opportu-
nity for West Tennessee, and I am 
committed to building out infras-
tructure and supporting area 
workforce as we find the right 
company for this space,” said 
Gov. Lee. “I have directed the 
Department of Economic and 
Community Development to ag-
gressively market the Megasite 
and offer enhanced incentives to 
companies demonstrating a long-
term desire to call Haywood 

County home.” 
  In July, the Administration will 
present plans to the State Build-
ing Commission to move for-
ward with building the 
wastewater discharge pipeline, 
one of the most complex, lengthy 
aspects of infrastructure buildout. 
The proposed investment totals 
more than $52 million to address 
both wastewater and water in-
frastructure.   
  This announcement comes after 
the Lee Administration commis-
sioned an independent study of 
the Memphis Regional Megasite 
to determine viability and assess 
the site’s infrastructure needs, 
area workforce and quality of 
life.   
In addition to infrastructure 
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